Reasons Why People Kill — Operational Code of Sex & Violence™ Conceptual Model
	Reason Category
	Description
	Key Characteristics
	Examples/Indicators
	Intervention Points

	1. Power and Control
	Desire to dominate, assert authority, or regain control over self or others
	Authoritarian mindset, need for dominance
	Domestic abuse killings, gang-related violence
	Conflict resolution, power dynamics counseling

	2. Revenge and Retribution
	Retaliation for perceived wrongs, insults, or injustices
	Grievance, desire for “justice” through violence
	Honor killings, vendettas, hate crimes
	Mediation, restorative justice programs

	3. Emotional Dysregulation & Impulsivity
	Loss of emotional control leading to spontaneous or reactive violence
	Anger outbursts, lack of impulse control
	Bar fights escalating to homicide, road rage
	Anger management, impulse control therapy

	4. Mental Illness & Psychosis
	Severe psychiatric conditions impairing reality testing or increasing violent risk
	Psychotic episodes, delusions, mood disorders
	Cases involving schizophrenia, bipolar disorder
	Psychiatric treatment, crisis intervention

	5. Self-Defense & Protection
	Killing in immediate defense of self or others from harm
	Perceived imminent threat, survival instinct
	Justifiable homicides, defense against assault
	De-escalation training, legal education

	6. Profit & Material Gain
	Killing to obtain financial or material benefits
	Criminal enterprise, robbery, insurance fraud
	Contract killings, robbery-related homicides
	Economic support, crime prevention

	7. Sexual Motivation
	Killing related to sexual gratification, assault, or coercion
	Sexual sadism, assaultive behavior
	Sexual homicides, rape-murders
	Sexual offender treatment, victim support

	8. Ideological or Political
	Violence motivated by extremist beliefs or political goals
	Radicalization, fanaticism
	Terrorism, hate crimes
	Counter-radicalization programs, community outreach

	9. Cultural or Honor-Based
	Killings driven by cultural norms or perceived threats to family/reputation
	Honor culture, traditional sanctions
	Honor killings, family or clan-based violence
	Community education, cultural mediation

	10. Accidental or Negligent
	Deaths resulting from reckless or careless behavior without intent
	Negligence, recklessness
	Vehicular manslaughter, fatal neglect
	Safety training, legal enforcement
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